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MODULE DESCRIPTOR

MODULE TITLE RESEARCH AND STUDY SKILLS
MODULE CODE MD4058 (L7) CREDIT VALUE 20 UK CREDITS / 10 ECTS
SCHOOL SCHOOL OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

MODULE AIMS

To support students’ progression in business education; to develop core academic competencies and
strategies; and to develop independent learning.

MODULE CONTENT

Indicative syllabus content:

Study Skills: Introduction to university study; Finding, evaluating and referencing sources for
assignments; Introduction to critical analysis; Applying theory to practice; Writing for assessment;
Learning from feedback; Self-reflection.

Research Skills: The nature and purpose of research; Designing research aims and objectives;
Literature reviews; Epistemology and Ontology; Ethical considerations; Research strategies
(quantitative/qualitative); Methodologies; Data collection methods and analysis (e.g. interviews,
questionnaires); Consideration of validity, reliability and generalisability. Presentation of information.

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

On successful completion of this module a student will be able to:

1. Access and evaluate a range of information sources and scholarly material and demonstrate
competence in presenting information for assessment.

2. Critically reflect on own core academic competencies and strategies to enhance own learning and
study practice.

3. Identify and critically evaluate the previous literature in a field of study.

4, Plan a research project and justify different methodological approaches to research.

TEACHING METHODS

Learning will be facilitated via participation in workshops, where a range of learning tools will be utilised.
This will include formal tutor input, group work, mini projects, mini presentations, and working on the
development of individual portfolios.

The portfolio assessment will emphasise the importance of students’ self-development in core academic
competencies. This is an ideal method of assessment for the learning development aspect of the module
as it does not rely on a criterion based formative assessment which could not measure the students’
development in relation to where they started.

The research skills sessions will give students a conceptual grounding in research methodologies as well
as practical guidance for the design of a viable research project. Emphasis will be placed on the
systematic nature of the research process so that students can see the links between philosophy,
methodology, methods and data analysis.

The research proposal is designed to assess the students’ ability to both conduct a search and review of
existing literature and design an appropriate research strategy.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

This module is assessed through an examination and a portfolio.



